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COACH CODE OF BEHAVIOUR  
Safety and Health of Participants  

• Place the safety and welfare of the participants above all else.  

• Be aware of and support the sport’s injury management plans and return to play guidelines.  

Coaching excellence  

• Help each person (athlete, official, etc) to reach their potential.  Respect the talent, developmental stage and 

goals of each person and encourage them with positive and constructive feedback.  

• Encourage and support opportunities for people to learn appropriate behaviours and skills.  

• Support opportunities for participation in all aspects of the sport.  

• Treat each participant as an individual.  

• Obtain appropriate qualifications and keep up-to-date with the latest coaching practices and the principles of 

growth and development of participants.  

Honour the sport  

• Act within the rules and spirit of your sport.   Promote fair play over winning at any cost.  

• Respect the decisions of officials, coaches and administrators.  

• Show respect and courtesy to all involved with the sport.  

• Display responsible behaviour in relation to alcohol and other drugs.  Furthermore, any person deemed to                     

be under the influence of alcohol or illicit drugs, which is affecting their ability to coach, may be ordered to 

stand down from their role pending an inquiry.  

• Any person in a coaching capacity agrees to random testing for illicit substances by a qualified person or 

authority.  

• Any person must disclose if they have had any sanctions imposed upon them, by any relevant authority or 

recognised body, prohibiting that person from coaching  

Integrity  

• Act with integrity and objectivity, and accept responsibility for your decisions and actions.  

• Ensure your decisions and actions contribute to a harassment-free environment.  

• Must always avoid unaccompanied and unobserved one-on-one activity (when in a supervisory capacity or 

where a power imbalance exists) with people under the age of 18.  

• Ensure that any physical contact with another person is appropriate to the situation and necessary for the 

person's skill development.  
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• Be honest and do not allow your qualifications or coaching experience to be misrepresented.  

• Never advocate or condone the use of illicit drugs or other banned performance enhancing substances or 

methods.  

• Never participate in or advocate practices that involve match fixing.  

Respect  

• Respect the rights and worth of every person, regardless of their age, race, gender, ability, cultural 

background, sexuality or religion.  

• Do not tolerate abusive, bullying or threatening behaviour.  

  

Guidelines for interacting with children  
These guidelines are for coaches and other personnel to protect them from risk and to keep children safe.   

Maintain appropriate boundaries  

Coaches and other personnel in positions of authority should maintain clear:  

Physical boundaries  

• Use drills to develop fitness, not as a punishment  

• Only use physical contact that is appropriate for the development of a particular skill and has the permission of 

the athlete  

• Work within sight of others at all times  

Emotional boundaries  

  Use positive feedback on performance, not negative feedback about the 

person   Be encouraging and avoid put-downs  

Social boundaries  

• Attend sport related events such as sponsorship and fundraising events, celebrations and annual meetings but 

do not socialise with athletes outside sporting functions  

• Do not socialise with athletes via social media  

Sexual boundaries  

• Do not have sexual relationships with athletes you are coaching  

• Do not touch athletes in ways likely to make them feel uncomfortable  

Minimise physical contact  

Generally, physical contact with players or participants should be to:  

• Develop sport skills  

• Prevent or respond to an injury  

• Meet the specific requirements of the sport  

All physical contact by personnel should fulfil the following criteria:  
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• Physical contact should be appropriate for the development of a sport skill/s  

• Permission form the player or participant should always be sought  

• Players or participants should be congratulated or comforted in public not in an isolated setting  

Avoid being alone with a child  

To protect yourself and the child from risk:  

• Do not isolate yourself and a child and avoid being alone with any particular child  

• If a child approaches you and wants to talk to you privately about a matter, do so in an open area and in sight of 

other adults (e.g. other coaches, officials or parents/guardians)  

• Before going into change rooms knock or announce that you will be coming in. Try to have at least one adult with 

you in a change room with children  

  

  

 

I, ………………………………….have read and understood the policy and will abide by it as a  member 

of the SOUTH AUSTRALIAN BADMINTON ASSOCIATION  

Signature:   

Date:   

  

  


